
Welcome to UC San Diego:

Applying for your U.S. Visa



Presenters
• Marie Manlapaz Rivera

o Assistant Director, Student Services 
International Services and Engagement Office (ISEO)

• Vanessa Cisneros

o International Student Advisor

o International Services and Engagement Office (ISEO)



You are in listen-only 
mode. You can hear us, but 
we can't hear you.

Ask questions – Use the Q&A 
feature to submit questions. 
You can also contact us at 
iContact.ucsd.edu

We're recording. 
You'll be able to view this webinar 
recording at 
iNewStudentWebinars.ucsd.edu

Before
We
Begin





Who is ISEO?



Who are we?

Your friendly staff at the International Services 
& Engagement Office

o 30 Professional Staff

o 15 Student Staff
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WELCOME!



First Steps Checklist



Accept Your 
Offer of Admission

• Log into your applicant portal and complete your 

Enrollment Checklist, including:

• Accepting your offer of admission

• Completing the California Residency for Tuition 

Purposes Questionnaire (if required)

https://beatriton.ucsd.edu/account/login?r=https%3a%2f%2fbeatriton.ucsd.edu%2fapply%2fstatus
https://students.ucsd.edu/finances/fees/residence/about.html
https://students.ucsd.edu/finances/fees/residence/about.html


iNewDegreeStudent.
ucsd.edu



Applying for your U.S. Visa:
F-1 and J-1 Students



iNewDegreeStudent.ucsd.edu
The Visa Process

01 06
Complete SEVIS Check-In 
to activate status

03

02
Schedule visa interview 

(DS-160, pay fees)

Receive visa stamp and 
plan travel to U.S.04

05

Attend visa interview

Arrive to the U.S. (apply 
for entry at Port of Entry)

Request and receive Form 
I-20 or DS-2019 from ISEO 

(required for SEVIS 
Transfer students too!)



Submit a New Admit I-20 
or 

DS-2019 Request in 
iServices 

Request Form I-20 or DS-201901

Use iPortal to request services from ISEO

iNewDegreeStudent.ucsd.edu
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Schedule your visa interview



Submit the DS-160: Online Nonimmigrant Visa Application

- AND -

Pay the SEVIS I-901 Fee

Schedule your visa appointment02



Schedule your visa appointment02

Submit the DS-160: Online 
Nonimmigrant Visa Application

• Will include the $185.00 visa fee 
("MRV fee")

• USembassy.gov --> Check your 
local U.S. embassy or consulate's 
website for specific instructions 
on applying for 
a NONIMMIGRANT visa, 
including payment instructions

USembassy.gov



Schedule your visa appointment02

Submit the DS-160: Online 
Nonimmigrant Visa Application

• Prepare required documents/ 
information ahead of time per 
the instructions on the 
embassy/consulate's website

• Have your passport and Form I-20 
or DS-2019 with you

• Takes approximately 1-2 hours to 
complete if prepared beforehand



FORM I-20 (F-1) FORM DS-2019 (J-1)

SEVIS ID Number SEVIS ID Number &
J-1 Program Number



FORM I-20 (F-1) FORM DS-2019 (J-1)

Field of Study & 
CIP Code

Field of Study & 
CIP Code



FORM I-20 (F-1) FORM DS-2019 (J-1)

School Contact Information
Name of the advisor listed on your Form I-20 or DS-2019

858-534-3730
istudents@ucsd.edu

Find this information under STEP 1 at 
iNewDegreeStudent.ucsd.edu



Schedule your visa appointment02

Mandatory Social Media Vetting

• Provide all social media accounts

• Include URLs for each account in 
addition to usernames

• Set all accounts to public

DS-160 Social Media Section



Schedule your visa appointment02

Submit the DS-160: Online 
Nonimmigrant Visa Application

• Print the confirmation page with 
the barcode! You will be required 
to bring a printed copy to your 
visa interview

• Following successful 
submission of your DS-160, you 
will be able to schedule your visa 
interview, pending appointment 
availability

Print this page!



Schedule your visa appointment02

Expedited Visa Interview Appointments: 

• If your visa interview is scheduled for after 
your program start date, an expedited 
interview appointments may be available
o Follow the instructions for the Embassy 

or Consulate you are applying with

• ISEO cannot advocate on your behalf. A 
letter from ISEO is not needed. Your 
program start date is listed on your I-20 or 
DS-2019!

Travel.State.Gov



Schedule your visa appointment02

Pay the SEVIS I-901 Fee

• Pay at least 3 
business days before your 
visa interview

• Required any time you receive 
a new SEVIS ID number (open 
a new F or J record)

• F-1: $350 | J-1: $220
• Print the confirmation receipt 

page! You will be 
required to bring a printed 
copy to your visa interview

fmjfee.com



ISEO Tip
Citizens of CANADA and BERMUDA

NOT required to apply for a F-1 or J-1 
visa stamp

Must still present a valid Form I-20 or 
DS-2019 to seek entry to the US

Must still pay the SEVIS I-901 fee

For more information visit travel.state.gov 
and search "Citizens of Canada and 
Bermuda"
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Request and receive Form 
I-20 or DS-2019 from ISEO 

(via iPortal)
01 06

Complete SEVIS Check-In 
to activate status

03

02
Schedule visa interview 

(DS-160, pay fees)

Receive visa stamp and 
plan travel to U.S.04

05

Attend visa interview

Arrive to the U.S. (apply 
for entry at Port of Entry)



Attend your visa interview



Attend your visa interview03

What to Bring

❑ Passport valid for at least 6 months after your Program Start Date
❑ Form I-20 or DS-2019, printed and hand-signed
❑ DS-160 confirmation page (with the barcode)
❑ Proof of payment:
➢ Visa fee ("MRV fee") if payment was required prior to your interview
➢ SEVIS I-901 fee

❑ Passport photo if you were unable to upload as part of your DS-160
❑ Proof of funding documentation
❑ Documentation of home country address (ties to home country)

Adapted from Travel.State.gov, "Student Visa"



Attend your visa interview03

What to Bring

Other documents may be required or recommended!

Check the embassy or consulate's website for a complete 
list of documents you should bring.



Attend your visa interview03

What to Expect
Before the Visa Officer even begins the interview, they have already checked:

 Your application history (including green card petitions previously filed in your name)

 Your previous refusals (if any)

 Your DS-160 responses
 Whether you have family members in the United States
 Your body language (yes, they analyze this fast)

 Complications in your situation (assume your officer knows about that arrest, that run-in 
with customs, or that school you stopped attending)

Adapted from NAFSA's "10 Points to Remember When Applying for a Student Visa"



Attend your visa interview03

What to Expect
Additional things to consider 

• The visa interview goes quickly
• Be brief and maintain a positive attitude
• Be ready to talk: the consular officer expects to have a (short) conversation with you
• Be prepared to answer all questions in English
• Know this information flawlessly:

o Your program of study and its connection to long-term career or life goals
o Your source(s) of funding
o Your ties to your home country

• Online presence: Visa Officers can inquire about online activity, including but not limited to, social 
media. Please be mindful of your digital presence to ensure it is compliant with all visa and immigration 
regulations. 

Adapted from NAFSA's "10 Points to Remember When Applying for a Student Visa"



Attend your visa interview03

NAFSA'S 10 Points to 
Remember When 
Applying for a Student 
Visa: 
https://www.nafsa.org/professional-
resources/browse-by-interest/10-
points-remember-when-applying-
student-visa

Linked at 
iNewDegreeStudent.ucsd.edu 
(See "Prepare for your Visa 

Interview" under Step 1)

NAFSA's "10 Points to Remember When Applying for a Student Visa"



Attend your visa interview03

What to Expect
Common first questions include variations of: "Why are you traveling to the U.S.?" or 
“Where are you planning to study in the U.S.?”

Adapted from NAFSA's "10 Points to Remember When Applying for a Student Visa"

What  the Visa Officer wants to hear in your 
response:

What the Visa Officer doesn't want to hear in 
your response:

 Confidence → Clear, direct answers show you have 
nothing to hide.

 Clarity→ Details to support your answers, not just 
more words to fill up time.

 Credibility → Your answers match your documents, 
your situation, and your intent.

 Hesitation → “Uh… um… well, I think…”
 Too little detail → Makes them think you’re covering 

something up.
 Overreliance on documents → Think human-to-

human communication as documents have already been 
reviewed!



Attend your visa interview03

Visa Delays: Administrative Processing 

• Submit the Visa Event Reporting Form 
(iServices)

• Provide Requested Documents
• Notify Your College/Department
• Check Your Case Online (CEAC portal) 
• Plan Travel Carefully
• Request Updated I-20/DS-2019 if needed.

What You Should Do 

• Administrative Processing (AP) occurs 
when a visa officer needs more time or 
information before making a decision on 
your visa application. 

• Processing times vary and cannot be 
expedited.
o ISEO has no authority to influence if 

your application is placed in AP
• Your 221(g) notice may list additional 

documents or instructions. 

What to Expect



Attend your visa interview03

Visa Delays & Denials 

• Rare, but does happen
• In most cases, applicants can reapply
• 214(b)
• Please contact ISEO if you experience this 

(iContact.ucsd.edu)

DENIAL

• Special security clearance procedure 
lasting up to 60 days or more

• 221(g) letter indicating visa has been 
"refused"

• You may be required to submit additional 
documentation to consulate

2026 Social Media Requirements
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Request and receive Form 
I-20 or DS-2019 from ISEO 

(via iPortal)
01 06

Complete SEVIS Check-In 
to activate status

03

02
Schedule visa interview 

(DS-160, pay fees)

Receive visa stamp and 
plan travel to U.S.04

05

Attend visa interview

Arrive to the U.S. (apply 
for entry at Port of Entry)



Receive your visa stamp and
plan travel to the U.S.



Receive visa, plan travel to U.S.04

Obtaining your visa stamp

• Consular officer will collect your passport
• 1-2 weeks to produce and affix visa stamp
• Ask them how you can receive your passport back—may be mail or pick-up options

You now have the documents required to seek entry to the United States! Customs will require:
✓ Passport valid for at least 6 months after your Program Start Date
✓ Form I-20 or DS-2019, printed and hand-signed
✓ F-1 or J-1 visa stamp in your passport



Receive visa, plan travel to U.S.04

Booking your travel to the 
United States

• Get your visa first!
o We strongly recommend you 

wait to purchase travel until 
after you receive your visa 
stamp



Receive visa, plan travel to U.S.04

Booking your travel to the 
United States

• 30-day entry rule
o F-1 and J-1 students may enter the US no 

more than 30 days prior to the Program 
Start Date listed on their Form I-20 or 
DS-2019

o F-1 students: Look at the Earliest 
Admission Date field on your Form I-20

FORM I-20 (F-1)



Receive visa, plan travel to U.S.04

Booking your travel to the United 
States

• 30-day entry rule
o F-1 and J-1 students may enter the US no 

more than 30 days prior to the Program Start 
Date listed on their Form I-20 or DS-2019

o J-1 students: Look at the "Form Covers 
Period:" box on your DS-2019 and calculate 
30 days prior to the "From:" date (the "From" 
date is your Program Start Date!)

FORM DS-2019 (J-1)



Receive visa, plan travel to U.S.04

Booking your travel to the 
United States

• Plan for extra time at your first 
U.S. Port of Entry
o We recommend you schedule 

2-3 hours between connecting 
flights or when crossing a land 
border, to allow for SEVIS status 
verification at Customs

Photo: https://www.dhs.gov/medialibrary/assets/photo/6037
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Quick Recap:
The Visa Process
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Get Engaged



ISEO has created a Welcome Guide filled with 
helpful checklists and interactive links: 

• Next steps to take before you start classes

• Next steps to take preparing for arrival

• Next steps to take upon arrival 

Learn more at 
https://iseo.ucsd.edu/programs/guides.html

Welcome Guide

https://iseo.ucsd.edu/programs/guides.html


Surf Check Guide: Coming to UC San Diego

• Created for students by students covering
the most frequently asked questions
international students

• Covers topics like housing, arranging
transportation from airport to campus, 
setting up a phone account, bank account, 
and more!

Learn more at
https://iseo.ucsd.edu/programs/guides.html

Surf Check Guide

https://iseo.ucsd.edu/programs/guides.html


GAP.ucsd.edu



iPrograms
Redefining the world we know with one experience at a time.

iPrograms.ucsd.edu



iEvents.ucsd.edu
iEvents Calendar



Loren Ipsum

Follow us
on Instagram!

https://www.instagram.com/istudents.ucsd/



Additional Resources



IMPORTANT DEADLINES & REMINDERS

Mid-
April

May & 
June

July Sept

Apply for on-campus 
housing

Visit: hdh.ucsd.edu

Begin requesting your
visa documents via 

iServices

Visit: 
iServices.ucsd.edu

Deadline to submit health
immunization requirements
and complete OPHD training

Visit: 
studenthealth.ucsd.edu

Tuition due

Move-In

Check-In

New International
Student Orientation

Visit: 
iOrientation.ucsd.edu

Mid-
April

Housing Application
Deadlines: 

June 7 for First-Year 
Students

June 7 for Transfer
Students

Visit: hdh.ucsd.edu



Upcoming Pre-
Arrival Webinars

• April 9: Undergraduate Student Housing

• April 14: Student Health: Insurance & Immunization

Requirements

• April 16: Finances & Student Accounts

• April 21: Student Life and Getting Involved

• April 23: Campus Safety

• April 28: Getting Set Up in the U.S. (Surf Check Live) 

• May 5: SEVIS Transfer Process for F-1s

All webinars will be recorded and posted at

iNewStudentWebinars.ucsd.edu



MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9am - 4pm
+1 858.534.3730
iContact.ucsd.edu

iNewStudent.ucsd.edu

Follow us on Social Media!

UC San Diego International
Services and Engagement Office

UC San Diego ISEO @istudents.ucsd @ISEOUCSD
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